
 

   
 

Decoding Common Immigration Acronyms  

This is a non-exhaustive list of common acronyms used in affirmative and defensive 
immigration proceedings, or in the course of an immigration case generally. These include 
acronyms for specific agencies, individuals, sources of law, and legal concepts or 
documents. 

AAO: Administrative Appeals Office 

ACIJ: Assistant Chief Immigration Judge 

AO: Asylum Officer/Asylum Office 

AOS: Adjustment of Status 

BIA: Board of Immigration Appeals 

CAT: Convention Against Torture 

CBP: Customs and Border Protection (also referred to as “BP” or “Border Patrol”)  

CFI: Credible Fear Interview 

CFR: Code of Federal Regulations 

COR: Cancellation of Removal 

DHS: Department of Homeland Security 

DO: Deportation Officer 

DOJ: Department of Justice 

DOS: Department of State 

EAD: Employment Authorization Document (Work Permit) 

ECAS: EOIR’s Courts & Appeals System  

EOIR: Executive Office for Immigration Review  

ERO: Enforcement and Removal Operations  

EWI: Entry without Inspection 



 

   
 

ER/EER: Expedited Removal/Expanded Expedited Removal 

FOIA: Freedom of Information Act  

HP: Humanitarian Parole 

ICE: Immigration and Customs Enforcement  

IH: Individual Hearing 

IJ: Immigration Judge 

INA: Immigration and Nationality Act 

INS: Immigration and Naturalization Service 

LPR: Lawful Permanent Resident 

MCH: Master Calendar Hearing 

MTR: Motion to Reopen 

NTA: Notice to Appear 

OCIJ: Office of the Chief Immigration Judge 

OPLA: Office of the Principal Legal Advisor  

POE: Port of Entry 

PSG: Particular Social Group 

RFI: Reasonable Fear Interview 

TPS: Temporary Protected Status 

UC: Unaccommpanied Child (also referred to as “UAC” or “Unaccompanied Alien Child” 
by U.S. government authorities.) 

USCIS: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

VAWA: Violence Against Women Act 

 

 


